


Alex Elman: Personal Background

Alexandra Elman has been a prominent figure in both the international 
and New York wine industry for over 20 years.  She is currently the 
President of Alex Elman Wines.

Alex grew up in New York City to an American oenophile and a Brazilian 
chef. She was immersed in wine and food at an early age.

Professionally,  she  built  an  impressive  career  and reputation working for 
several  of  the  wine  industry’s  leading  companies  including  Perrier-Jouët 
Champagne (Epernay, France), Kinnicutt Traders (New York), trader of rare 
and fine wines, and Sherry Lehman (New York),  a prominent wine retailer, 
cataloger and wine club.

In 2002, Alex founded Marble Hill Cellars, a venture that imported small 
production, hand crafted, artisan wines to the U.S.  

Educated  in  several  countries,  Alex  speaks  five  languages  fluently.   She 
frequently  lectures  on  wine,  food  and  motivation.   Alex  earned  her 
Bachelor’s degree in International Relations from Boston University.

Alex  travels  the  globe  with  her  Seeing  Eye  Dog,  General,  unearthing 
correctly made, honest, authentic and organic wines that are approachable 
and affordable to the American consumer - therefore worthy of bearing the 
Alex Elman brand. 



Brand Positioning

1.  Alex Elman Wines are honest, organic, accessible���
and affordable

2.  Expertly chosen by Alex herself, a uniquely qualified wine authority 
with impeccable credentials 

3.  Brand built around Alex.  Bringing wine back down to earth with an 
approachable, warm, confident style for the mass market consumer 

4.  Easy to drink, easy to pair, correctly made, good for you and good 
for the environment 



���
Alex Searches the World for . . .

1.  Accessible Wine
ü  Easy to pair with food
ü  Easy to drink alone
ü  Clean tasting and delicious
ü  Delivered to the consumer’s table at an affordable price

2.  Sustainable and/or Organically farmed Grapes
ü  No man-made pesticides, herbicides or fungicides
ü  Minimal amount of added sulfites, as a preservative
ü  Better tasting, better for our bodies, better for the environment, the vines and 

the grapes

3. Terroir Driven Wine – Correctly Made
ü  Wines are chosen because they represent the soil composition, climate and 

traditional wine making methods of the region
ü  Little to no manipulation in the cellar – wine that is shepherded directly from 

the vine to the bottle
ü  No barrel aging or addition of oak “flavoring” of any kind

terroir |terˈwär| the complete natural environment in which a 
particular wine is produced, including factors such as the 
soil, topography, and climate (also goût de terroir goō də|) 
the characteristic taste and flavor imparted to a wine by the 
environment in which it is produced



The Inaugural Wines from Argentina

2013 Torrontes 2010 Malbec 2013Chardonnay 2010 Cabernet 
Sauvignon



Alex & General at The Vineyards in Mendoza



���
New Italian Varietals Now Available!

2010 Chianti

This DOCG Chianti is a classicly made wine from the 
Sangiovese grape. Made exclusively from sustainably 
farmed  grapes  and  with  no  manmade  chemicals 
added, this Chianti is rich with notes of violets, red 
berries and a hint of toffee. Chianti is one of the most 
well known regions of Italy and this wine is a perfect 
representation. Amazing with vegetables, mushroom 
risotto, grilled meats and aged cheeses.

Bin 721 NBM Italian Vintner’s Choice

This  Italian  Vintner’s  creation  is  made  from  70% 
Nebbiolo,  20%  Barbera,  and  10%  Merlot.  The 
Nebbiolo  is  the  same that  is  used  to  make DOCG 
Barolo, coming from the best parcels in the Barolo 
area,  and  is  blended  with  Barbera  and  Merlot  for 
richness  and color.   This  wine was  created so  that 
everybody could have a taste from one of the most 
exclusive wine growing regions of Italy.

Bin 721 NBM is made with only sustainable farmed 
grapes and has no manmade chemicals added. This 
wine is  rich with  notes  of  red berries,  blackberries  
and a hint of smooth chocolate. Delicious with steaks, 
stews, pastas and aged cheeses.



“Being blind has improved my focus, so I can concentrate on what’s going on 
inside the glass, instead of being distracted.”

“Look, you get dealt a hand and you play it.  Look at her, boy did she play it !  
She’s moving into new markets, she’s going gangbusters, and it’s really good 
wine.”
 - Gayle King & Lee Woodruff

“Elman stopped mourning and started honing her olfactory talent, eventually 
establishing her own wine import business in 2002.  Her specialty became organic, 
terroir-driven wines.”

“All wines were made organically 70 years ago, we’re going back to the way wine 
used to be made.”

“There are many reasons to drink a bottle or three of the Alex Elman Bin 721 
NBM, experiencing Nebbiolo grown in Barolo for under $14 enjoying a value wine 
produced to the specifications of a talented wine professional or drinking a bottle 
because it is just flat out delicious.” 

“The Italian Vintner’s Choice - BIN 721 drinks much better than the 13$ they 
suggest.”
\
“People were making wines for certain palates, as opposed to making wines that are 
correct.  We wanted the American public to know what wine is supposed to taste 
like.”

The Press has taken Notice:



And the Reviews are in…

“Alex is a realist, a populist and just really a neat person…the woman is as 
refreshing as the wines she markets.  Vivacious, charming, fun as well as 
knowledgeable…She  is  a  well  educated  voice  on  the  virtues  of 
sustainability, eco-friendliness and organically produced wines”

“Wine trader has a sense of opportunity…Elman uses her heightened sense 
of smell and taste to decipher what kind of soil the grapes were grown in, 
what was grown nearby, and whether the wine were treated with chemicals 
or aged in oak barrels” 

“Alex Elman, one of the most renowned wine connoisseurs in the world, has 
come out with a dynamic portfolio that includes a Cabernet Sauvignon, a 
Chardonnay, a Malbec, and a Torrontés. 

“Private wine label reflects the distinct vision of its creator”

“This line of Alex Elman wines is not only delicious, but also affordable and 
rich in culture.  Any spirit, any wine, any beer, should be rich in culture and 
history…Beyond the absolutely pure quality that Alex Elman wines offer, I 
was most blown away by its pricing.  The wines drink easily and the only 
words to describe it are absolute quality and enjoyment, and yet it is priced 
on the low-end.”



“Alex Elman Malbec 2010:  This Argentine wine has a rich ruby color and boasts 
notes of cherry and apple.  Pairs well with hearty stews and  meats.”

“Wine lovers are enjoying a different line of wines from the founder of Alex 
Elman Wines – easy to drink, easy to pair with different foods and by design, to be 
affordable.”

“The 2009 Alex Elman Malbec…The taste is smooth and full bodied with good 
balance and good flavor.  There are nice tannins and plum notes on the finish… a 
good match with spicy foods as it  holds up well and the flavor comes through 
nicely.  Overall a great wine!” 

“This  unoaked,  delicious,  well-balanced  Malbec  is  ruby  in  color  and  texture.  
Notes of cherry, candied apple and caramelized onion mingled with great tannins 
to make this a perfect wine for healthy stews, smoky mushrooms, spicy sauces,  
sausages, tomato based pasta and steak.”

“Even before losing her sight in 1995, Ms. Elman, who travels the globe selecting 
wines for restaurants and shops, had a sophisticated palate.”

“The climate and altitude in Argentina is perfect for organic production, and the 
Alex Elman Torrontes 2010 is made with no chemicals or synthetic…refreshing, 
lightly  floral  and  citrus  nose.   It  has  a  crisp  citrus  palate  balanced  with  some 
luscious fruit accents that leave a nice, long, delicious taste in the mouth…I love 
this Torrontes, it’s the perfect summer sipper.”

And more Reviews are in…



���
Introducing Alex Elman Organic Olive Oil

100% Organic Extra Virgin Olive Oil

Product of Spain

This Organic Extra Virgin Olive Oil is made from 
Manzanilla  Cacerena  olives  from  the  slow 
growing,  shady  hillsides  of  Extremadura  Spain.  
They are the earliest harvested olives, giving them 
less fat content, grassy notes and a peppery buttery 
finish.  

While  great  to  cook  with,  this  is  a  wonderful 
finishing  oil.   Drizzle  liberally  on  salads, 
vegetables, fish or alone with hearty crunchy bread.



Appendix



���
Alex Elman Biography

Alexandra Elman has been a prominent figure in both the international and 
New York wine industry for over 20 years.  She is currently the President of 
Alex Elman Wines.  She founded the company with a mission to produce 
and  market  a  diverse  portfolio  of  correctly  made,  honest,  authentic  and 
organic  wines  that  are  approachable  and  affordable  to  the  American 
consumer.  Alex Elman Wines released its inaugural portfolio of branded 
wines in 2011.  

Born in New York City to an American oenophile and a Brazilian chef, Alex 
was exposed to wine and food at an early age.  Both her parents encouraged 
her to experience the world’s more unique culinary offerings.  She spent her 
youth in Brazil, France and New York and this early exposure to an array of 
food,  wine  and  culture  honed  both  her  palate  and  her  passion  for  high 
quality wines made without manipulation.

After earning her Bachelors degree from Boston University in International 
Relations,  Alex  began  her  career  in  the  wine  industry  at  Perrier-Jouët 
Champagne in Epernay, France. There she learned wine production at the 
Chateaux  level—she  was  trained  in  a  variety  of  areas  such  as   proper 
blending, aging,  packaging, storage and sales.  Alex then entered the family 
business  in  New  York,  working  with  her  stepfather,  Basil  Winston  at 
Kinnicutt  Traders,  trading  rare  and  fine  wines  from  all  over  the  world, 
including many California cult wines.  



Alex then worked for Sherry Lehman,  a prominent wine retailer, cataloger 
and wine club.  There she developed a deep appreciation for some of the 
lesser-known  wines  and  wine  regions,  which  she  found  to  be  more 
compelling  and  honest—or  truly  reflective  of  their  sense  of  place,  their 
terrior—than many of the larger labels.
 
In her late 20s Alex partially lost her vision.  By the age of 27, after several 
eye surgeries she lost her sight completely. Alex never stopped working in 
the wine world, and soon discovered that her palate had become even more 
focused.  Her passion for  wine grew, and Alex developed a reputation as 
someone  who not  only  had  an  intricate  knowledge  of  fine  wine,  but  an 
extraordinary sense of what might succeed.

In 2002, Alex founded Marble Hill Cellars, a venture that imported small 
production, hand crafted, artisan wines to the U.S.  At Marble Hill,  Alex 
refined her criteria for wine selection and created the principles that directly 
led to the mission of Alex Elman Wines today.

Educated in several countries, Alex speaks five languages fluently.  She is a 
frequent lecturer on wine, food and motivation.  She travels the world with 
General, her Seeing-Eye Dog, seeking out the best wines the earth has to 
offer.   

���
Alex Elman Biography (continued)



Resonating with Consumers:���
Online Reaction to NY Times Story

“What an inspiration! We all wish we could have your job, but, we simply cannot compete 
with your talent.”

“I'll have what the lady is having, please.”

“What an amazing woman!“

“She seems pretty cool. I'd buy her a drink.”

“I think she has a voice filled with joy. Wow. When I get self indulgent, time to re-run this. 
And why not have her write for the NYT wine column. Somehow I just think I would trust 
her on wine.”

“Great story. But it just stopped. More, please!”

“Tears of joy and an appreciation of my seeing what a wonderful person shows me about 
life. I will never taste wine the same way after hearing her describing it.”

“Dear God, what an inspiration!!! Ms. Elman: you are proof your life has value and 
purpose and meaning!!! Thanks for this story.”

“Thank you, Ms. Elman for opening my eyes.” 



“What a wonderful story! Salute Alexandra”

“I am stunned by this piece. Alexandra, what an amazing, inspiring and beautiful woman 
you are…”

“You are fantastic. You're a real inspiration. I admire your love for life and your taste, that 
I suspect transcends into your every day. Your story is filled with so much strength, faith 
and passion. Best to you.”

“Alex is an incredible Lady.  Alex without you it will be like a wine without finesse and 
elegance.”

“Way to go, Alex! You are an inspiration and my heart is with you as you grow your 
amazing business. I'd trust you to smell my wine any time...taste it too!”

“Love your attitude, Ms. Elman.”

“Your voice rings with positive energy. Thank you for sharing a bit of your life with us!” 

“She sounds like such a cool lady-- very poetic too; I wonder if she writes?”

“Hi Alex! You are beautiful and fantastic. I want your optimism and ���
sense of life.”

Resonating with Consumers:���
Online Reaction to NY Times Story



The Alex Elman Team

Mailing address:
Elman Cuneo International, LLC
51-02 21st Street, Suite 3E
Long Island City, NY 11101

Alex Elman Gavin Cuneo
President Partner
917.972.2540 917.647.1076
alex@aewines.com gavin@aewines.com

Douglas Holt
Branding / Creative
917.650.1132
doug@aewines.com


